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The SyncML initiative thanks 3GPP for their interest in SyncML technology and in allowing Doug Heintzman (the SyncML initiative representative) to present an update and overview of the SyncML technology at TSG T2’s Galway, Eire, meeting.  The SyncML initiative would like to continue to encourage communications with 3GPP.
In reply to your questions posed in the 3GPP TSG T2 Liaison Statement T2-000442, please accept these answers.

Q1
T2 needs the SyncML specifications to be made available to all T2 member companies for review, not only T2 member companies with ties to the SyncML initiative.  

Specifications from the SyncML initiative will be publicly available on December 7th, 2000.  They will be available from the SyncML website (www.syncml.org) and copies will be provided to 3GPP TSG T2 members upon request.  The SyncML initiative regrets being unable to deliver the specifications any earlier.


Q2
T2 needs a compatibility review of SyncML with existing 3GPP release specifications (e.g., Release 99’s existing data synchronisation specification) in order to be considered for inclusion in future 3GPP specifications releases.  

A compatibility study with the existing 3GPP Release 99 is in progress. We expect to have this compatibility study done by February 2001.
Q3
T2 needs a detailed comparison of SyncML features available in the to-be-published SyncML v1.0 specification to Release 99’s existing data synchronisation specifications.  This detailed comparison should highlight the new features SyncML v1.0 adds to the existing 3GPP specifications.  

SyncML compares quite favorably with the r99 WAN Sync specification.  A detailed comparison is being done in the WAP Forum’s WAG Data Synchronization Drafting Committee (WAG Sync) to address this question.  The SyncML initiative will request that a copy of this comparison matrix be made available to 3GPP but, due to the WAP Forum’s rules on the confidentiality of work in progress, 3GPP will probably need to request a copy directly from WAG Sync as well.
Q4
T2 needs a migration plan from the existing Release 99 specifications to SyncML that would maintain reverse compatibility with Release 99.  

The Migration plans will be impacted by the compatibility study described above, and will be clarified after the release of the compatibility study.

Q5
T2 needs a roadmap showing future SyncML release features with associated time frames for these releases to understand the direction to be taken by the SyncML initiative.  

The SyncML initiative roadmap includes the following:
1. Incorporate as a non-profit organization within the next few months.  
2. This will provide for
· Long-term maintenance of the code, and,
· A central location for development of the specifications.
3. Publish version 1.0 of the SyncML specifications and toolkit on December 7th, 2000 and plans to publish quarterly maintenance updates to the reference toolkit during 2001.

4. Publish a new version of the SyncML specifications in the Q4/2001 timeframe.  This should provide enough opportunity for comment and updates from all interested parties.

5. If needed, new releases of specifications and toolkit will be provided to cover bug fixes and/or major improvements.


Q6
T2 needs to understand the formal procedure for adding new features and modifications needed to support 3GPP’s ongoing requirements for data synchronisation enhancements and modifications.
The SyncML initiative has a change request process for modifications to existing specifications.  New work items may be proposed by any SyncML initiative member.  Currently, the SyncML initiative utilizes an annual planning cycle for schedules of work.  Technical specifications are intended to be released on an annual basis; with interim maintenance releases, if required. The 2001 plans are being worked on at this time.
Please note, however, that the SyncML initiative encourages and will work with TSG T2 to form cross-SDO efforts to address 3GPP-identified extensions to SyncML as the need arises.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 3GPP’s TSG T2 working group for the opportunity to discuss our SyncML technology at the last TSG T2 meeting in Galway, Eire.  We would also be willing to provide such an update on the evolutionary progress of SyncML technology to TSG T2 during the next TSG T2 meeting during the second week in December in Munich.

The contact person in the SyncML initiative is Doug Heintzman (dgheintz@ibm.com). 
Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working with 3GPP TSG T2 in the future.

Regards,

The SyncML initiative
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